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Abstract

When social scientists criticize the deficit model in science communication, it is often presumed
that general public does not care science when scientific issues are not particularly relevant to
their daily lives. However, statistics show that a certain portion of population voluntarily read
science magazines, visit science museums, and choose to become scientists. The goal of the pre-
sent study is to categorize scientists' motivation towards science or interestingness of science that
attracts them. I applied a qualitative analysis framework on a collection of interview with scien-
tists and obtained fifteen distinct classes of motivations toward or interestingness of science. Ad-
ditionally, I discuss mechanisms of those classes from the perspectives of psychology and neuro-
science and suggest possible applications of the theoretical framework obtained in the present

study to science communication.
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