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Abstract

Science is often under construction and large gaps lie between different scientific
communities. Social understanding of the uncertainty of science and heterogeneity
between scientific communities may fill the communication gaps between scientists and
society. However, values and perspectives of individual scientists for social problems
can vary even within the same scientific community.

As a case study for global environmental problem and scientists’ perspectives, we
here focused on biodiversity loss and the values of biodiversity. Takacs (1996) pointed
out the commonly shared view that ecologists personally consider biodiversity
conservation due to its aesthetic sense or ethical responsibility, while they presume
that society members would appreciate economic utility of biodiversity. In this study,

P13

we investigated whether such ecologists’ “view of gaps in the value between ecologists
and society members” are maintained even within groups of ecologist community which
largely varies in terms of several characteristics (eagerness for conservation, time and
nationality).

The view of gaps in the value was also found in our interviews with Japanese
current ecologists engaged in basic and conservation ecology. We concluded that the
ecologists’ view of gaps in the value were widely shared among ecologist communities,
and it might have been maintained because of the lack in communication between

scientists and society or the background surrounding the current biodiversity problem.
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